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rise to the extraordinary total of 15.8%.** As Keats thus reversed
his entire metrical tendency hitherto, there was a marked dimi-
nution in the use of the spondee, which more than any other
one metrical peculiarity had distinguished all of his verse written
between the summer of 1818 and the conclusion of the odes.
Spondaic feet (3-8%)45 now total little more than a third of their
former average; and in contrast to Keats's continual revision to
multiply them, in Hyperion, the Eve of St. Agnes, and the odes,
revision with an opposite purpose is now made, as when the
passive participle as epithet and a spondaic foot are simul-
taneously eradicated in the alteration from

V        /              C                 ^              V          ^

"The high / lamped ban / quet room'1 (II, 121)
to

w       ./            s/        >            w        *

"The glow / ing banq / uet-room."

If the influence of Dryden is apparent in the prosodic means
resorted to by Keats to preserve the structural integrity of the
individual line and of the couplet and at the same time allow
him free use of traditional Augustan means of securing variety,
it is not less obvious in Keats's utilization of accent and the
caesura to attain, as a rule, greater rapidity. Dryden, who made
such frequent and varied use of initial inversion of accent, was
aware that the caesural pause could be almost eliminated if a
strongly accented initial syllable of the line is followed by a
definite pause: the rest of the line follows such a pause without
a break, with at least an apparent result of greater rapidity of
flow. A few instances from Absalom and Achitophel will illustrate:

Some, (x) by their monarch's fatal mercy grown (146).
But, (x) for he knew his title not allowed (224).

Starve, (x) and defraud the people of thy reign (245).

44 (314); Part I* Cf. Dryden, Cock and the Fox, 1-256: 11.8% (151). Dryden's
frequency is, I believe, about average for Augustan coulpets.

* (77); Part I. Cf, Dryden, Cock and the Foxt 1-256: 2.8% (36). Dryden's average
is high for Augustan verse. C/. Pope, Rape of the Lockt II, 1-72: .8% (3) and Epistle
to Dr. Arbviknot, 1-108: .7% (4).